OFFICERS

Vern Lovley, Juneau
President

Tony Tyczynski, Sauk
1* Vice President

Bill Rosenecau, Waushara
ASSOUIATION OF WIICONS W 2" Vice President

February 10, 2014

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

John Solis, Past President

Rock Larson, Legislative Chair
Clif Sorenson, Eau Claire, 2014
Mark Grams, Dodge, 2014

Mark Baldwin, Washington, 2015
Tammy Walters, Oneida, 2015
Kevin Johnson, Ozaukee, 2016
Aloysius Nelson, Racine, 2016
Charlene Cobb, Sheboygan,

Treasurer

Chairman Petryk, Representative Ringhand and members of the Wisconsin State Assembly Committee on

Veterans.

Representatives of the County Veterans Service Officer Association of Wisconsin will be unable to attend and
testify at the hearing scheduled for February 12, 2014, We would like the following to be entered into the

record on our behalf:

The County Veteran Service Officer Association of Wisconsin supports the passing of 2013 Assembly Bill 734.
We are extremely pleased that this legislation satisfactorily addressed all of our concerns except one (section

75) and on that we have agreed to disagree.

As always I am available for you and your staff to discuss this or any veterans’ issue or proposed legislation.
Please contact me on my direct office line of (715) 421-8421 or via email rlarson@co.wood.wi.us .

Sincerely,

Rock Larson
Legislative Committee Chairperson
County Veteran Service Office Association of Wisconsin

CC: WDVA

Laura Moore, Secretary. 225 N. Beaumont Rd., Ste#137, W1 53821. Phone: (608) 326-0204, Fax (608) 326-0292



Warren Petryk

State Representative ¢ 93rd Assembly District

Date: February 12, 2014

To: Members of the Committee on Veterans
From: Representative Petryk

Re: Testimony regarding Assembly Bill 734

Good Morning Vice-Chairman Weatherston and members of the Committee. I appreciate
this opportunity to come before the Committee today to speak in favor of Assembly Bill
734.

As you all know, the Committee was charged with reviewing the state’s administrative
codes for the Department of Veterans Affairs. The journey to develop this legislation has
been long and productive. The process consisted of an Informational Hearing where
were heard from leaders of the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs. The
Committee also held a Public Hearing where stakeholders had their opportunity to weigh-
in on potential changes to the administrative code.

In a bi-partisan fashion, we crafted the legislation before you that satisfies the needs of
the Department as well as the concerns from our stakeholders. The bill assists the
Department in the elimination of erroneous language and brings the administrative codes
up-to-date. With these changes, the Department can more effectively assist our state’s
heroes who selflessly served our country.

I am proud of the work the Committee did and I thank Representative Ringhand for
assisting me with the crafting of this legislation.

The Department is here today to testify on this legislation and will happily answer
specific questions from the members of the Committee.

Thank you again for your time.

Capitol Office: Post Office Box 8953 » Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8953 ¢ Rep.Petryk@legis.wi.gov e (608) 266-0660 * Toll-Free: (888) 534-0093 » Home: (715) 878-4002



Military Order of the Purple Heart

Department of Wisconsin

Fuzz Spangler
WI MOPH Department Commander
415 E. 4™ Street
Richland Center, WI 53581

February 12, 2014

Honorable Representative Warren Petryk & Members of the Assembly Committee
on Veterans Affairs;

I'am unable to attend the public hearing you are holding today on the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs proposed rule changes to the VA Administrative Code. 1
have thus asked our State Legislative Officer, Jason Johns, to read you the following
message from me:

As an old World War II veteran, who considers it a blessing to wake up every day, I will
get right to the point at hand. The Military Order of the Purple Heart, Department of
Wisconsin supports all of the proposed rule changes to the VA code and sees the
new/revised language as needed action in order to allow the WDVA to serve our
members to the best of their ability, without being hampered by outdated or inapplicable
administrative rules. In many cases, the rules need to be “righted” in order to comply
with newer federal rules/statutes as well as our own state’s changes at agencies such as
DHS. Finally, there is often confusion and lack of knowledge as to how monies from the
ever -important Veterans Trust Fund are being disbursed in form of grants to various
veterans’ organizations. We are pleased to see that the WDV A has made efforts in these
proposed rule changes to shine more light and accountability on the grant application
process and the MOPH is happy to support them.

I encourage you and your fellow members of the Veterans Committee to join the Military
Order of the Purple Heart, Department of Wisconsin and support AB 734

Best regards,

Fuzz
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February 12, 2014

Chairman Petryk & Honorable Members of the Assembly Committee on Veterans
Affairs;

Due to a prior scheduling conflict I am unable to be there today but have asked
our State Legislative Committee Chairman Jason Johns to read you the following
statement on my behalf.

In our ongoing efforts to serve our comrades around the state of Wisconsin, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars strives to improve and increase the ability for not only our
selves, but also our state agencies, most importantly the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to have everything they need to serve our veterans. We believe that the proposed rule
changes before you today fit right in to this mission and should receive your support.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Wisconsin considers the WDVA
and ally and partner in striving to take the very best care of our states” veterans. By
updating, improving, and making the rules that they abide by more efficient and
pertinent, they will be able to do so without unnecessary burdens that ultimately only hurt
our veterans.

Thank you for your consideration of these changes. The Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Department of Wisconsin looks forward to their implementation in a timely
manner. The sooner the better.

Commander
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Wisconsin

SERVING WISCONSIN SINCE 1921 - SERVING THE NATION SINCE 1899



