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January 23, 2014

Testimony on Assembly Bill 419
Senate Committee on Elections and Urban Affairs
Chairman Lazich and Committee Members,

Thank you for holding a hearing today on Assembly Bill 419. Counting write-in
votes is a very time consuming process at the end of a very long Election Day. Most
often, write-ins are by nature a protest vote and the candidate being voted for has
no chance of winning (and may not even know they are being voted for). Often
times someone casting a vote for a write-in candidate is more interested in showing
off their sense of humor than casting a serious vote.

To provide a little background on this proposal, Representative Richards circulated a
bill over the summer that would require not counting write-in votes in cases where
the ballot was incorrectly marked. His idea for the proposal came from a poll worker
in Milwaukee who felt that it was very time-consuming to sort ballots and to look
for write-ins that had been incorrectly sorted by electronic voting equipment.

After several discussions with Rep. Richards, we agreed that problems indeed
existed with counting write-ins, but that the problem was not necessarily with
marking the ballot, or connecting the line. The problem is with the process by which
write-in votes are tabulated and the requirements for individuals to become
‘registered’ to be write-in candidates.

It has long been discussed that only votes for registered write-in candidates should
be counted. Under this bill, when there is no certified candidate for office on the
ballot, and no registered write-in candidate then all write-in votes will be still
counted. In the unusual and rare occasion when a registered write-in candidate dies
or withdraws from a race prior to the election, then similarly, all write-in votes will
be counted.

Further, if a certified candidate withdraws from a race their name remains on the
ballot. In this case it is possible that a write-in candidate, at the last minute, may
gather enough votes to win the election. This bill allows for write-in ballots to be

counted in these situations.

Assembly Bill 419 is an idea that is long overdue. It will save time at polling places
and money in local budgets. By enacting this legislation polling places will save, at
minimum, one hour of time on election night. Generally, poll-workers earn $8 per
hour and most polling locations have 8 workers. By those numbers, and by using

(608) 266-9172
Toll-Free: (888) 534-0068
Fax: (608) 282-3668
Home: (715) 720-0326

PO. Box 8952 = Madison, WI 53708-8952
Rep.Bernier@legis.wi.gov




the 1-hour time-savings on election night, each polling location would see a saving
of $64. '

Again, thank you for scheduling AB 419 for Hearing this morning. Thank you for
your time and attention. I'd be happy to answer any questions.
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