STATE REPRESENTATIVE

SAMANTHA KERKMAN

Senate Bill 452 / Assembly Bill 566

Invasions of Privacy - the Locker Room Bill

Senate Committee on Judiciary and Public Safety
Thursday, January 07, 2016

Good morning, Chairman Wanggaard and members and thank you for holding a hearing today
on SB 452, the locker room bill.

This bill was prompted by an event that happened at the RecPlex in my district. The RecPlex is
a fantastic facility in Pleasant Prairie — the largest municipal recreation facility in America. It
offers programs in many sports — swimming, hockey, figure skating, basketball, football,
baseball, lacrosse, triathlon training, and racquet sports — just to name a few. But it also has
camps, childcare, and education, including a special needs care program for youth and adults
with disabilities. The RecPlex serves hundreds of people daily and promotes a community of
wellness. Residents and community members are proud of this resource. You can only imagine
the horror that rippled through the community when we found out that someone had been
hiding small cameras in a locker room and had been recording videos of women and children in
the locker room. When you change clothes, or shower, or dry off from a shower in a locker
room, you expect that those activities are private to that locker room. You would be outraged if
you found out that someone had taped what you did in that locker room, was watching that
recording, and was sharing that recording with others for their sexual gratification.

The individual who placed multiple cameras in the locker room did it at the request of a co-
worker and supervisor she had become involved with. She turned the locker room footage over
to him. They kept this up for years. There were countless women and children victims on those
tapes. Prosecutors were able to identify 47 of them.

The extent of harm this incident has caused clearly highlights the need to increase penalties for
this type of behavior. SB 452 increases the penalty for all invasion of privacy offenses and
capturing nudity offenses when the victim is under 18 years old. For locker room-specific
offenses, it increases the penalty for all victims, and bumps it up by one level of severity when
victims are under 18 years old.

Testifying with me today are Christina Walker, who is the mother of one of the children who
was recorded, and Pleasant Prairie Police Chief David Smetana. I'm going to let them tell the
story from their perspective.

PO Box 8952 « Madison, WI 53708-8952
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scrutiny
for locker
room spy

BY JANINE ANDERSON
janderson@kenoshanews.com

Women filled the court-
room Friday, waiting to see
what would happen with
Karl Landt, the man believed
to be the one who wanted
videos of them changing in
locker rooms at the Pleasant
Prairie RecPlex and Uline.

They waited for hours,
packed into hard wooden
benches and chairs placed
in the aisles, for Landt’s sen-
tencing hearing before Keno-
sha County Circuit Judge S.
Michael Wilk. Wilk kept the
hearing going through lunch,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

At the end, after hearing
from six victims, two attor-
neys and Landt, he structured
a sentence that should keep
the defendant under supervi-
sion for the rest of his life.
Landt was taken into custody
immediately, and led out of
the courtroom by deputies.

Several women pulled out
their cellphones and snapped
photos or video of him being
taken away. One woman held
up both of her middle fingers
at him as he walked past.

Hundreds of counts

Landt, 37, of Waukegan,
I1l., and his accomplice,
Melissa Wenckebach, 28, of
Pleasant Prairie, were both
charged with hundreds of
counts of conspiring to cap-
ture images of nudity with-
out the subject’s consent, for
years of clandestine taping
with cameras hidden in
lockers and gym bags.

Wenckebach told police
that she made the videos at
Landt’s request; he claims
she was the one who wanted
the videos taken.

Both entered guilty pleas
to 47 counts each, which

1V | S10T ‘61 YIIWHLAAS ‘AVAYNLYS | SMAN VHSONIM

BY KEVIN POIRIER

Karl Landt appears in court
Friday, where he was sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison
and 61 years of supervised
release for his role in plant-
ing hidden video cameras
in women’s locker rooms.

came with the possibility for
70.5 years in prison.
Landt was given 12
years in prison, followed
by 61 years on supervised
release — a total sentence
that would end when he was
110 vears old. He must also
register as a sex offender.
“A sexual relationship
between consenting adults
is generally not a matter for
the courts,” Wilk said, but
Landt’s actions “to create tit-
illating fuel for your sexual
fires” were unacceptable.

Victims speak

Six people affected by the
crimes spoke with the court.
Five were women who said
the effects of the pair’s actions
are felt every day; the sixth
was a man who works at
Uline and spoke about how
this has affected the company.

The woman who first saw
the video cameras in a Rec-

See CAMERAS, Page A9
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10/30/2015
Christina Walker

Kenosha, WI 53142

Honorable S. Michael Wilk
912 56t Street

Branch 7, Courtroom 100
Kenosha, WI 53140

Dear Judge S. Michael Wilk,

On April 7%, 2014, my world shattered and the way I live my life changed forever. My
ten year-old daughter was now a victim of a crime, and instantly I was too. What began
as a regular completion of swim practice for my ten year-old daughter who is on a
competitive swim team at the Pleasant Prairie Rec Plex in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin
quickly turned into my daughter being a victim to a crime no parent would ever want

their child to fall prey to.

Completely by accident, I discovered two video cameras in the sanctity and safety of the
women’s locker room. The video cameras were placed in adjacent lockers recording the
very section of the locker room that my daughter was in minutes before, entirely nude,
changing out of her bathing suit and into her pajamas. While I was sitting and waiting
in the locker room for the police officer to be done collecting evidence, Melissa walked
in the locker room with her 11 month old baby on her hip. She immediately looked
shocked that a police officer was looking at the contents of the lockers that she had
placed her items in. When the officer asked Melissa if these were her items and if the
video cameras were placed by her. Melissa admitted that these were items and that she
had placed the video cameras in the lockers. She also admitted that she removed my
daughter’s belongings from her locker and brought them to the lost and found at the
front desk. Later in the investigation it was determined that the reason she removed my
daughters items, was because Melissa wanted the prime locker location. This offered
the longest viewing room in the locker room. I am so thankful that my daughter is

diligent with the placement of her items, and that she could specifically tell me where
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My daughters now feel the same burden as I do. Sadly, this incident has taught my
daughters that there are bad people in the world and that they have to remain vigilant,
even in a situation where privacy is expected.  had to work hard to assure my youngest
daughter that she was a victim of a crime, and she should take no blame in this
instance. My daughters no longer feel safe and they see potential danger in the most
mundane places. I had to explain things to a young child that no mother should ever
have to at this age. I had to explain what nudity, pornography, victimization, and
violation is. I had to explain what Melissa did was completely wrong not to mention
illegal. I had to spend many hours reassuring her that it was OK to go back to the locker
room, but to do it in a very cautious manner. I worry that the long-term effects of this
event will damage their development and personal trust. This crime that Melissa
committed took the innocence of my eleven and thirteen year-old daughters away, they

will never get that back.

My heart is fraught with worry constantly. With the state of technology in the world
today, I have no reassurance that my daughter’s nude images are contained in the
secured evidence. I have no guarantee that someday her nude images won’t show up
on the internet. I have no security in knowing that she is 100% safe, Melissa stole that

security away from both of us.

By committing the heinous crime, Melissa has brought a tremendous amount of
unhappiness into my home. My family has suffered greatly as I am often distracted and
short tempered; this is a direct result of dealing with these court cases. Listening to all of
the court proceedings which detail specific sexual acts, fetishes, and dark sides of
Melissa & Karl's lives, has taken a toll on my emotional well-being. Through the love
and support of my friends and family I am getting through this. I will never be the same

as I was before April 7, 2014. Melissa took that away from me.

Melissa committed this crime while in the presence of her own baby. Her 11 month old
baby was now in the middle of the crime. As a mother it is absolutely unfathomable
that a mother would violate the privacy of another mother’s child.

While I appreciate the cooperation Melissa had provided to the investigation. [ in no
way excuse her behavior. Melissa made the decision to place the cameras in the lockers.
In locker rooms where children would undress, where coworkers would undress,

where family members would undress, where peoples basic civil right would be
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violated. Melissa made that same decision every time she placed a camera. Over a three
year period she provided hours and hours of video footage to Karl J. Landt. She did this
of her own volition, there was no one holding a gun to her head every day. Melissa
MADE THE DECISION and she continued for years to make this same decision. This
crime would not have been possible if Melissa did not make the decision to violate
people’s privacy over and over again. Melissa is the key to the crime. She is the one that

placed the cameras and deserves to be punished as so.

Your Honor, I was in the courtroom the day that Melissa decided to take the plea deal
offered by the District Attorney’s Office. The hours and days spent preparing for a trial
that was never to be, was spent with much care and concern that my testimony would
be heard. I was in the courtroom the day that Melissa stated on record that she was
pleading guilty to forty-seven Class I Felonies, one of which was for the victimization of

my ten year-old daughter.

Since I was not given the chance to testify, I want you to know the depth of my family’s
pain and suffering. I want you to have a clear message that the crime that Melissa
committed against my ten year-old daughter along with the other forty-six known

victims should be taken extremely seriously and should carry a very heavy sentence.

I am requesting that when making your sentencing decision you take my statement
into account. Taking into consideration that these crimes were committed over a
number of years, that they were pre-meditated, that the history of the actions of
Melissa are an extreme danger to the community, that some of the victims of this
crime were minors, and that there is no remorse from Melissa for the crimes she
committed. I am formally requesting that you sentence Melissa with the maximum
penalty allowed by law. I am asking that you sentence Melissa to 1.5 years of
confinement in a prison facility for every crime she was convicted of, that you
impose the maximum supervision sentence of 2 years for every crime she was
convicted of, and that you impose the maximum financial penalty of $10,000 per
conviction, and that you mandate that Melissa is a lifetime registrant of the National
Sex Offender Registry. This would result in a sentence of 70.5 years of confinement
in a secure prison facility, 94 years of extended supervision, a financial penalty of
$470,000, and a lifetime commitment of being on The National Sex Offender

Registry.
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1 have some words for Melissa.

Melissa, how could you do this? In what world did you ever think this was OK?
Melissa, how would you feel if that was your child? How would you feel if some
stranger had videos of your child completely nude? How would you feel if you could
not guarantee your child that their images may show up on the internet someday? How
can I explain to my daughter that another mother committed this heinous crime against
her? How can I tell her that not all mothers follow the MOM CODE? The MOM CODE
that all mothers should follow is to protect all children; yours or not we are always
supposed to protect each other’s children. Melissa I truly hope you spend your time in
prison thinking of the trauma you have caused so many families. What you did was
inexcusable. I want you to know the pain that everyone in this courtroom has felt. I
want you to know that we are hurting, that we are jaded, that we have all lost trust in
society, and that we will all live with trust issues the rest of our lives. Melissa you did
this to us!

Your Honor, Thank you for the time and dedication that you have given to these cases.

Sincerely,

Christina Walker
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9/18/2015

Christina Walker
9907 68t Street
Kenosha, WI 53142

Honorable S. Michael Wilk
912 56" Street

Branch 7, Courtroom 100
Kenosha, WI 53140

Dear Judge S. Michael Wilk,

On April 7%, 2014, my world shattered and the way I live my life changed forever. My
ten year-old daughter was now a victim of a crime, and instantly [ was too. What began
as a regular completion of swim practice for my ten year-old daughter who is on a
competitive swim team at the Pleasant Prairie Rec Plex in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin
quickly turned into my daughter being a victim to a crime no parent would ever want

their child to fall prey to.

Completely by accident, I discovered two video cameras in the sanctity and safety of the
women’s locker room. The video cameras were placed in adjacent lockers recording the
very section of the locker room that my daughter was in minutes before, entirely nude,

changing out of her bathing suit and into her pajamas.

The locker room environment provides an expectation of privacy. This expectation of
privacy was violated by Mr. Karl J. Landt and his accomplice Mrs. Melissa A.
Wenckebach. I immediately removed my child from the locker room and called the

proper authorities, and that’s when the 17-month long investigation began.

The next 17 months of the investigation and trial preparation were filled with numerous
visits to the Pleasant Prairie Police Department. I attended every court hearing, which
resulted in more than 70 hours of lost work time. And when I have been at work, I have

had difficulty concentrating on the task at hand.

But lost work and lack of concentration is the least of the aftermath of this crime.
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When a child’s safety is violated by an adult, the trauma ripples through the whole
family. This investigation has impacted the health and well-being of my family.
Personally, T have experienced countless hours of distress, worrying and strife. I feel a
deep down brokenness that can’t be resolved. And I've lost count of the many sleepless
nights I stayed up, worrying about the impact this would have on my daughters and

the rest of our family.

I never had these issues before KARL committed this crime. I can’t even count all the
hours I spent sobbing, rethinking, doubting, and wotrying about my role as a mother. I
felt that I failed at the #1 job of being a mother. My job as a mother is to protect my child
from any and all dangers and predators of the world. KARL took that confidence away

from me. I will never get that back.

Prior to this crime, I have always had a positive outlook on life in general. I never
doubted that all people had good in their hearts. I was not cynical, judgmental, or
overly cautious. KARL took my easy-going, carefree spirit away from me, I will never
get that back. I now look at life completely differently. I am quick to assume the worst, I
walk more cautiously everywhere I go, I incessantly look over my shoulder, and I
always suspect that something is wrong in any given situation. KARL took away my
peace of mind and replaced it with fear and anxiety. I am fearful of locker room and
bathroom situations, as well as dressing rooms and places of the like, even though those

areas carry an expectation of privacy.

My daughters now feel the same burden as I do. Sadly, this incident has taught my
daughters that there are bad people in the world and that they have to remain vigilant,
even in a situation where privacy is expected. I had to work hard to assure my youngest
daughter that she was a victim of a crime, and she should take no blame in this

instance. My daughters no longer feel safe and they see potential danger in the most
mundane places. I had to explain things to a young child that no mother should ever
have to at this age. I had to explain what nudity, pornography, victimization, and
violation is. I had to explain what KARL did was completely wrong not to mention
illegal. I had to spend many hours reassuring her that it was OK to go back to the locker
room, but to do it in a very cautious manner. I worry that the long-term effects of this

event will damage their development and personal trust. This crime that KARL
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committed took the innocence of my ten and eleven year-old daughters away, they will

never get that back.

My heart is fraught with worry constantly. With the state of technology in the world
today, I have no reassurance that my daughter’s nude images are contained in the
secured evidence. I have no guarantee that someday her nude images won’t show up
on the internet. T have no security in knowing that she is 100% safe, Karl stole that

security away from both of us.

By committing the heinous crime, Karl has brought a tremendous amount of
unhappiness into my home. My family has suffered greatly as I am often distracted and
short tempered; this is a direct result of dealing with these court cases. Listening to all of
the court proceedings which detail specific sexual acts, fetishes, and dark sides of Karl’s
life, has taken a toll on my emotional well-being. Through the love and support of my
friends and family I am getting through this. I will never be the same as I was before
April 7, 2014. Karl took that away from me.

Your Honor, I was in the courtroom the day that Karl decided to take the plea deal
offered by the District Attorney’s Office just one business day before the trial was to
begin. The hours and days spent preparing for a trial that was never to be, was spent
with much care and concern that my testimony would be heard. Iwas in the courtroom
the day that KARL stated on record that he was pleading guilty to forty-seven Class

Felonies, one of which was for the victimization of my ten year-old daughter.

Since I was not given the chance to testify, I want you to know the depth of my family’s
pain and suffering. I want you to have a clear message that the crime that Karl
committed against my ten year-old daughter along with the other forty-six known

victims should be taken extremely seriously and should carry a very heavy sentence.

I am requesting that when making your sentencing decision you take my statement
into account. Taking into consideration that these crimes were committed over a
number of years, that they were pre-meditated, that the history of the actions of Karl
J. Landt are an extreme danger to the community, that the some of the victims of this
crime were minors, and that there is no remorse from Karl for the crimes he
committed. I am formally requesting that you sentence KARL with the maximum
penalty allowed by law. I am asking that you sentence Karl to 1.5 years of
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confinement in a prison facility for every crime he was convicted of, that you impose
the maximum supervision sentence of 2 years for every crime he was convicted of,
and that you impose the maximum financial penalty of $10,000 per conviction, and
that you mandate that Karl is a lifetime registrant of the National Sex Offender
Registry. This would result in a sentence of 70.5 years of confinement in a secure
prison facility, 94 years of extended supervision, a financial penalty of $470,000, and a
lifetime commitment of being on The National Sex Offender Registry.

Your Honor, Thank you for the time and dedication that you have given to these cases.

Sincerely,

Christina Walker
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