PO Box 8952, Siote Capitol
Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952

TolHree: (888) 534-0041
Fax: (608) 282-3641
Rep.Ballweg@legis.wi.gov

WISCONSIN STATE REPRESENTATIVE 41° ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

R 5L
gy ,', q.
| W' ’

SB 62 & AB 297:
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Testimony of State Representative Joan Ballweg
Senate Committee on Health and Human Services
January 6, 2016

Thank you, Chair Vukmir and members of the committee, for hearing SB 62 & AB 297 today.
This legislation, also introduced last session, makes it easier for residents to research and
promote Wisconsin’s history by removing the prohibition against publishing vital records older
than October 1, 1907. I have introduced these bills along with Senator Hansen at the request of
the Wisconsin Register of Deeds Association (WRDA).

At the suggestion of the WRDA, we have introduced Assembly Amendment 1 to AB 297. This
amendment requires such documents are marked “NOT FOR IDENTITY PURPOSES” to serve
as further protection against identity fraud.

Senator Hansen, has a group of constituents that are in the process of cataloging and publishing
records relating to the early days of the city of Green Bay. However, as the project progressed
they were dismayed to learn that putting those records online could result in a felony charge.
This bill repeals the prohibition against publishing, in electronic format, vital records of events
taking place before October 1, 1907. This group has developed a great website that can be a
resource to students and teachers when studying Wisconsin and Brown County history. Our goal
is that these bills will preserve that resource.

Thank you for your time. I’'m happy to answer any questions.
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Thank you Madam Chair and members for allowing me to testify in support of Assembly Bill 297
today.

I would also like to thank my constituent Lynn Austin for bringing this issue to my attention, and
Representative Ballweg for her support in co-authoring this bill and her efforts in moving this
legislation through the Assembly.

Tintroduced this legislation in the Senate at the request of a group of constituents of mine who are
working to preserve, promote, and provide access to genealogical records and historical information
about the Brown County and Green Bay areas. As part of their efforts they have created a website

www.labaye.orq.

During the course of my work on this bill I learned the importance of this website and these types of
unique records to help Native American families and communities trace their heritage.

Labaye.org is a history website project that my constituents have been working on for the last seven
years. The purpose of the website is to post genuine and authentic historical documents, which can
distinguish what is real and what is merely "folk history" and to help state schools meet their
requirement to teach several units of genuine American Indian / Great Lakes Indian history during the
K-12 school grades. :

There were twenty thousand Indian people living at La Baye when Brown County was formed and the
records posted on their website represent just a small fraction of those people - the rest are unknown.

The records that the website, and AB-297 and SB-62 address, include a unique set of vital records that
were created prior to 1907 of many of our ancestors. These records in many cases are not easily
obtainable to the general public until our constituents began putting them in a central location.

For example, not all the records in question are birth certificates.
In some cases a Native American family would come down to the county offices and receive a more
Anglo-sounding name and an approximate date of birth. By allowing the publication of these records,

Native American families can trace back to the forbearer who first received the new name. This will
be an invaluable tool in helping our Native American community reconnect with their past.
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However, current law considers the electronic publication of such vital records a felony which means
that for the time being this group cannot provide these records on their website.

Assembly Bill 297 and Senate Bill 62 would remove the prohibition enly on the electronic publication
of vital records created before October 1, 1907. To further safeguard these records and to help prevent
identity theft the bill was amended in the Assembly to require all published records be clearly marked
“NOT FOR IDENTITY PURPOSES.”

AB-297, as amended, has already passed the Assembly without opposition. Passing the Assembly
companion to SB-62 will help preserve the Labaye.org website and the service it and these generous
volunteers provide. By passing AB-297 we can help make it possible for the residents of Wisconsin
better understand our state’s great history and help many Native American families and their
communities better understand and connect with their own heritage as well.

Thank you.

I’d be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Wednesday January 6, 2016
RE: 2015 Senate Bill 62
Dear Committee on Health and Human Services:

The Wisconsin Register of Deeds Association (WRDA) would like to go on
record supporting SB-62 as passed by the Assembly, AB-297, on October 27,
2015.

Brief History

e Current statute does not allow anyone other than the state or local
registrar to make available an electronic copy of a vital record — this is
a Class | felony

e Vital records were not mandatory to file with the state until October
1, 1907 - any record previous to this was filed only at the county level
and at the family’s discretion

e The LaBaye Institute has a collection of artifacts available online to
educate citizens on its rich history and would like to share online the
pre-1907 vital records they have purchase

e Genealogists would like to electronically share their purchased pre-
1907 vital records legally with their families

e We would like to partner with the genealogists to make their findings
easier to share in a safe, legal manner

e As an elected official we have the duty to :
o Preserve the public record

o Protect our constituents from possible identity theft and/or
fraud

o Maintain the integrity and security of the vital record

Thank you for your consideration of SB-62, the passage of this bill will benefit
the genealogists and research facilities throughout Wisconsin.

i i\ .. ]
Staci M. Hoffman - 5Ag.o ¥ HL[S‘EM"“"

Wisconsin Register of Deeds President

“Few things have to last as long as county records.”
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1836) Red Banks Legend 491

Legend of the Red Banks

By Charles D. Robinson

Upon a high bank, on the eastern shoro of Green Bay about
twelve miles north of the town, is an interesting earth-work, bear-
ing a singular resemblance to military defences of modern times.
I'ts walls, at one time, must have been some seven feet in leight,
or thereabouts, having a diteh or moat on the outside, and pr-
vided on its three exposed sides with regular bastions.  Its fourth
side fronts on a preeipice of perhaps one hundred feet in height,
whose base is washed by the waters of Green Bay: and leading
down this steep bank impassable at any other immediate point,
15 what seems to have onee been protected passage of steps cut
into the elay, and perhaps eovered with boughs of trees. This
was the communication from the fort to the water; amd standing
here now, it needs but little faney to see those orim warriors
of the olden time filing down their covered way, with less of
the pomp. and more of the nerve of the mailed kniehts of feudal
days, issuing from their rock-bound eastles.

[n, or near, the centre, are two parallel walls, abont twenty-five
feet long, which were probably united at the ends, as there is some
appearance of it now. It is very diffienlt to imagine the nse of
this part of the structure, nnless it was to protect valuables, or
such inmates of the fort as were incapable of aiding in its de
fence. TTad the place been construeted in these days, it would
have made a magazine of the most approved kind. A few rods
to the north, outside the walls, and on the very brink of the pre
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cipice, i< what was once, apparently, a look-out—ay high mound
of earth, a few feet high, now half carried off by the wearing
away of the eliff.  To the sonthward and eastward of the fort,
ceenpying some hundreds of aeres, were the planting grounds of
the people who inhabited the place. Large trees now over-grow
the gronnd, vet the furrows are as distinetly marked as if made
bt last yvear, and are surprisingly regular.  The whole work is
admirably placed, and wonld do eredit 1o the forethought and
jndmuent =0 necessary in correct military positions of modern
timnes,

This is the only ancient earth-work, it is believed, which pos-
ses<es an undonbted history or tradition, and that is but, the his
tory of its fall. When and by whom it was built, there is no
story—nothing but the persistent deelarations of the Tndians of
the vieinity that it was the work of red men long, long ago. The
tradition which follows, i< related by O-keewah, or The Sea, an
Indian woman now living near the Red River, on the enstern
shore of Greer Bay, and whe, bevond doulst, is upwards of one
hundred vears of age.  She sat over a wigwam fire, only a few
nights ago, and related this story, while the light of other days
faintly illnmined her wrinkled face a< she warked out in the
nchies the plan of the enmpaign, and a< <he told of the long days
of desperate fighting, in which her ancestors were engaged, her
withered arms seemed nerved with the strength of vouth, like the
cld <aldier, wha

——"Shouldered his eruteh,
And fought his hattles o’er again.”

It owas long aeo.” said Ockee-wali *—*T was <o high"— plac
ing her hand about three feet from the ground, “when my grand-
father told me the story.  The Sauks and the Outagamies lived
in the old fort at the Red Banks.  They had lived there a long
time, and had their planting ground there, and raled the whole

*The tradition is rendered Into English with the strictest possible ad-
herenee 1o (kee-wah's relation, though, of rourse, without attempting to
follow the Indian llloms. She told it in her own tongue, and it was
translated by a faithful interpreter. C.D R
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When the Sisters arrived from Racine they found another pervason
st the rectory at Bar Settlement Thie was Maragaret OU-kee-uah., snd
a~ad Menominee Tndian woman.

3 ohe is maid +o have hae

1 el by Bighop Eduard Fenwick of
Tfn:‘nnati in Jupe, 1831, It
1

iz
& Enown That Bishap Ferwick

Chree weshkes in Green Bay in 1831, In a letter of hie written June
ii. 1821, ha remarks -'}'m:;ng other items that many Indiane of the
& m el and confirmed. By maeme anthorities it ig
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¢ad Trom Green Bay to Milwaukes in & cance

smmunicn in the housze of Solomon Jnnezns .

She wae well known 4o the of Grsen Ray by the I wian TN b
meaning "Grandmother’ Whe died at the raectory, Fehruary 13, 18RS
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47 the age oFf (23,

Wig fuirrishes another ilhl*frﬂ'!:i-':r; of Father Dasms  chari
2zving that the Tndians were pl snndny to put an end to O ke

crnoaccount of her advanced age be took her o his own home
#he was providsd with a shelter outeside in summes and in 3in?
“aken Into the house. She wae aleos provided with tobacoa, her pipes

Leing hizi constant companion. Toward the end of har 1ife h=r miad
andered and she imagined on 8 jonrnsy in & canose. Her oo
was ; and te paci someons must push Lhis baclk and
Sy giving ror 1 oI =advancing on her ionrnoy. T+
migt & ge=al relief to the Sisters when she Jied

The faollowlog pzragraph is ecoviad from the Grest, Fay azaette
dated Ssian v. sl 27, 1§68

s Mr. B Denoyers Tfor soms particialars

& veur aged woman which oociirred in
z The name of this woman was Marsaret
L ! she had arvived at the advanced age of
. 25  the time of her death she had two children Jil-'izig.
EE A Nafmuﬂ g ag=l P77 and the other at Bed River awed 82, For
= HJmEﬁI mf'yjazh past she has besp cared for-ac the huus&'if
Father ; “he has Baezi s devo Catholic for many veaars
having been haptizad and confirmsd here in 1830.+ (?) At h=r
Iririal the solamn rites of the Catholic Church ware parfoomad
ard High Mass Toir the dead was cslabrstad Her remainz r
followed to thels last resting piaoe Hv 8 large conoouise ofF
reople, incinding many oo this city
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Early County Mail Carrier in His 89th Year (1889)—Capt.
Algxander Clermont, De Pere, started carrying the mail in 1825
following the Indian trails and early roads on foot and horse-
back from Green Bay to Portage.



Alexis Clermont,

AGED 89 YEARS,

WHO CARRIED MAIL FROM GREEN
BAY TO CHICAGO 60 YEARS AGO.

A History of His Life.

PRICE 10 CENTS.

THE OF PEAR NEWS PRINT.




Alexis Clermont,

of De Pere, the hero of this sketch,:
carried mail on foot from Green
Bay to Chicago sixty years ago.
Some time ago he coneceived the
idea of repeating the journey,
intending to be present at the
dedicatory ceremonies of the (ol-
umbian Exposition Oect. 20-22.
He started from De Pere Mon-
day, September 19, on which occa-
sion he was given an ovation by
the eitizens, wishing him suecess
on his trip. The old man is pen-
niless and he hopes to realize
enough money from this frip to
support himself and wife in his
few remaining years. The follow-
ing sketch appeared in the DMil-

waukee Sentinel of September 14:

Although in his eighty-ninth year
Alexis purposes to perform the long journey
of about 240 miles on foot, e¢lad in the
identical mail-carrier’s eostume of the olden
time. With his pack of blankets on’ his
back, and bis mail pouch by his side, the
ancient carrier will start from Green Bay
on the morning of Thursday, the 15th inst.,
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and making some ten miles a day, will pro-
ceed to bis destination through the towunr of
Kaukauna, Appleton, Menasha, Neenah,
Oshkosh, Fond du Lac, West Bend, Mil-
wankee, Racine, Kenosha, ©woukegnn, and
Evanston. He is a poor man, wholly illit-
erate, and rather shaky as to wind, but
bright enough to see that his journey will
attract attention—and ducats, too. for he
expects to peddle his photograph+ by the
way.

- Secretary Thwaites, of the State Histor-
ical society, interviewed Clermont foar
yvears ngo in De Pere, when the Ilatter’s
memory was fresher than it is npow, and
TheSentinel correspondent has to-diy been
granted the privilege of examiningthe secre-
tary’s notes of tne interview as yet not
written up. Itappears that Clermont was
born at St. Ignace, April 3, 1804.
His father, n soldier under the British
in the war of 1812-15, was killed in the first
vear of that war, and step-futher (Francois
Beauden) removed to Green Bay in the full
of 1820. In 1828, C'erwmont went with Maj.
Twiggs to Fort Winnébngo (Portage), to
make wild hay, Forseveral years nfter that
he ran Fox river ns one of the crew of n
“Durbam” boat, most of the time being
cook for three crews,—it was customary to
run the boat by threes, so that the united
crews could h2lp each other over the rapids
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in the Lower I'ox. The round trip from
Green Bay to Portage and back ordinarily
consumed about eighteen or twenty days; if
Lake Winnebngo was rough, the trip might
take a month. Heservedin the Black Hawk
war in 1832, and then after o few years of
mail-carrying, became captnin of a Darham
boat, at $2 per day and board. These
boats wers monster affinirs, some sixty or
seventy feet long, and carrying from twelve
to sixteen tons of merchandise each. When
stenmboats cnme, Clermont became o pilot
on them, serving on the Aquiln, Appleton,
Pearl, and other pioneer stenm craft.

HIS ROUTE AS MAIL, CARRIER.

It wus just after the Black Hawk war
that Clermont became a mail-carrier. Pierre
B. Grigron had the contract from Green
Bay to Chicngo, and Clermont was in his
employ. The pedestrian mail route of
RiXty years ngo wus not the one the veteran

is to follow in his mnrch this month. It
then started from Alexander Irwin’'s post-

office in Shanty town (Green Bay), and
struck across country by the Indian trail to
Manitowoe, thence proceeding southward
to Milwaukee by the way of Sheboygan and
Two Rivers; after Milwanulkee, the trail run-
ning iuland a good ways,struck Skunk Grove
and Gros Point. At Milwaukee, in Cler-
wont's day, there were only the trading
stntions of Jaques Vien, Sr., and Solomon
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Junean,—nt least he says he ean remember
no other houses. There was nlways a large
villnge of Indinns at Milwaukee, and other
considerable  villages at Sheboygan
and DMnanitowoe, but none at all between
Milwaukee and Chicago, although Michel
Ouelmet had a trading post at Gros Point.
At Chicago, there were few buildings be-
ride Fort Dearborn, but always a consider-
able floating population, and the atmos-
phere of the place was “‘tough” to a degree.

Neither Clermont nor his fellow carriers
on the Green Bay-Chicago route made their
trips alone. They always traveled in pairs,
Clermont’'s companion being an Oneida
Indian. The carrier’s mail pack was limited
to sixty pounds; he usually had the Ffull
amount. The round trips would ordinar-
ily take a montk for their accomplishment.
The pair of pedestrians invariably earried
two shot-bags filled with shelled corn, one
of these hulled, and the other parched.
This provender, however, was only for o
reserve; the traders depended for food
on the Indians and traders en route, but
now and then their friends had moved and
then the former would be dependeunt on
their own supplies. Winter or summer
they lay down in the woods wherever
night overtook them, laying in
n goodly store of rheumatic twinges. The
compensation for a round trip of this char-
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acter, lasting through an euntire month.
varied from $60 to $70 for each wman:
They were not expected to stop in Chicago
more than one night after nryival, unless de-
tained by the mail from Detroit, which in
winter wonld cote on foot and in summer
by steamer. One time Clermont was sent
ont from Green Bay on a special expe-
dition to catch the mail with a letter by
Gen. Brooke; the carrier bad three days’
etart of hiw,but Clermont caugh ap at Gros
Point, nearly exhausted from what wna
then considered a fent of some importance,

HAS NOT SEEN CHICAGO SINCE 1836.

Clermont mnde his final trip to Chiengo
in 1836,—since which time he has not xeen
the city,—nnd for severnl rensons took the
wail between Green Bay and Portage.
Later, he wns mail carrier between Green
Bay and L'Ause, Mich., and is story is
replete with startling adventares by flood
and field. It will be entertaining rending
whenever Seoretary Thwaites writes it up
in detail with docamentary illustrations,
ns he intends to do.

In additicu to his sabseqnent steambont
experiences, above cited, Ciermont humbly
fignred in history ns chainw in for Capt.
T.J. Cram, U.8.A., who surveyed the Wis-
consin-Michignn boundary, in 1840-41.
For the pnst thirty or forty years, the old
ruail carrier bas lived gnietly at De Pere,
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his chief enjoyment being the relution to
all who cared to henr them,of hisvaried ex-
periences in early Wisconsin, He is now
for the first time to bestir himsel? and go
forth to see what progress has been made
in the outer world since he roughed it
in the long ngo, and his interest in the cities
which have sprung up on sites of his old
camping grounds will doubtless be quite as
keen as that which he himself will elicit
along his path. Rip Van Winkle wever
met with such surprises ns Alexis Clermont
will experience, when he enters the neigh-
borhood of old Fort Dearborn, a month
hence. He told a friend the other duy
thnt he bad no idea it could renlly be wuch
larger than Green Bay, *‘for those fellers
at Chicago were alwnys blow-hards—I
know’d 'em of old, sir, an’ ye cun’t fool
me!”
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Letters of Introduction.

~ Mur. Clermont cnrries the follow-
ing letters, which explain them-
selves:
MAYOR'S OFFIZE,
D Pere, Wis, Serr. 15, 1802 3’
To whom It may concern.

Introducing the pioneer mail carrier, Mr,
Alexis Clermont, on his trip from Green Bay,
Wis,, to Chicago, IIL.

Please treat him kindly and give him what aid
you can, A. C. MAILER, Mayor.

MAYOR'S OFFICE, |
GresN Bay, Sepr. L4, 1802 §

To whom it may concern:-—

The bearer of this, Mr, Alex1s Clermont, is tha
verituble man that in 1825 carried the mail be-
tween Green Bay, Wisconsin, on his back, to
Chicago, and centinued to do so for some time,
and although now nearly 89 years old he declares
that he helieves that he can make the trip now on
foot, to be present at the opening of the Colum-

hian Exposition, and I ask for this kindly old man
the conslderation of all with whom he may come

in contuct. Yours Traly,
Jas. H. ELaorg, Mayor.
UNITED STATES POST OFFICE,
GREEN Bay, Brown Counrty, Wis. }
August 30, 1842,

To whom it may concern:

Thisis to certify that the bearer of this is
Alexis Clermont, nearly 89 years oldd. He carried
the mail on his buck from Green Bay, Wis., to
Chicago 111, in the year 1825, and now has con-
cluded to make the same trip again. Hoping

thut he will be received ever{where. I remain
Youra Respectfully.
Gustay KueiTERMANN, P. M.



